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Report Methodology
The Utah Taxpayers Association compiles data from the Utah State Board of Education's
annual reports to compare spending trends between the state's local education agencies
(LEAs), comprised of 41 school districts and 113 charters across Utah. 

Sources

Utah State Board of Education, Annual Financial Report, Fiscal Year 2025, accessed here

Utah State Board of Education, Superintendent's Annual Report, 2026, accessed here

Utah State Tax Commission, Annual Report 2024 - 2025, accessed here

Compendium of Budget Information, FY25-26, accessed here 

This report does not attempt to capture all school funding and spending. Instead, it focuses
on operating expenditures reported through the General Fund (Fund 10), which covers the
core costs of running schools—such as instruction, administration, and student services. 

By focusing on these flexible operating dollars, we shed light on how LEAs allocate the
taxpayer funding they receive each year under the same basic state formula.

Looking for more school-specific details and comparisons? 
The Office of the State Auditor provides a K12 Education Performance and Spending Dashboard, a
tool that allows anyone to view how education money is spent in the state of Utah. Explore it here.

You can also see specific examples of how schools choose to spend their general funds in our
companion report School Transactions 2026.

https://schools.utah.gov/financialoperations/reporting
https://www.schools.utah.gov/superintendentannualreport
https://files.tax.utah.gov/tax/commission/reports/fy25report.pdf
https://cobi.utah.gov/2025/1/overview
https://spending-map-dash-main-976765884517.us-west3.run.app/
https://utahtaxpayers.org/school-transactions-report/
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Facts and Figures

27% of total funding sources in Utah are appropriated to
public education, and 45% of state-level revenue sources
go toward public education. 

59% of statewide property tax collections go to schools,
amounting to $2.87 billion.

In FY 2025, Utah’s school districts & charter schools received
$10,067,139,402 in revenues and spent $10,648,517,714.

Public education is one of the largest recipients of taxpayer dollars in Utah.
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Fall 2025 K-12 Enrollment: 

657,275 students

K-12 Enrollment Continues to Fall
Statewide enrollment was down 11,542 students in the 2026
school year compared to 2025.
Only 4 out of Utah’s 41 districts gained students year-over-year:
Beaver, Grand, Logan City and Tooele.
While enrollment drops are primarily driven by declining birth rates,
charters gained 3,413 students between October 2024 and
October 2025.

Tax Revenues and Per-Student Spending
Continue to Climb

Per-student spending is up more than $750 statewide, compared
to the 2024 fiscal year. 
Instruction, admin, and facility construction are the primary cost
drivers behind this increase. 
Teacher salaries are up more than $4,000 on average, with a
high of just under $100k in the Park City School District. 

Taxable Home Values Grow
The taxable value per student is up more than $128,000,
causing nominal property tax rates to fall year over year.  



Public K–12 schools across Utah all receive taxpayer funding, whether they are district
schools or charter schools. However they differ substantially in local tax authority and
approaches to capital funding. 

School finance in Utah can be thought of as three layers:

State Formula Funding 
Utah’s Minimum School Program (MSP) distributes funding using formulas tied to student enrollment and student needs.
Within the MSP, funding is allocated using Weighted Pupil Units (WPUs). A WPU roughly represents the funding needed to

educate one average student, with adjustments for factors such as grade level, special education services, and other
program needs. Both district and charter schools receive funding through the same WPU-based formulas. MSP funding comes

primarily from the state income tax (about three-quarters), with the remainder coming from a statewide property tax levy.

Local Property Taxes 
School districts levy additional local property taxes to support school operations and facilities (see page 7). Because charter
schools cannot levy property taxes, the state provides Local Replacement Funding, which provides charter schools with a per-

pupil amount intended to approximate what districts receive from local property taxes. This funding is primarily supported
through state appropriations and partly tied to district property-tax effort.

Other Funding Sources
Schools may also receive funding from federal programs, competitive grants, and certain fees. These sources typically

represent a smaller share of overall funding but support specific programs or services.

Funding Source District Charter

Minimum School
Program / WPUs

  

Local Property Tax  

Local Replacement
Funding

 

Grants, fees, Federal
funding, etc.

  

Understanding District and Charter
School Funding Differences



Comparing district and charter school finances is
not always apples-to-apples because the two

systems report their finances differently. School
districts report spending across multiple funds,
while charter schools typically concentrate a

larger share of expenditures in their operating
budgets.

To provide the most consistent comparison
possible, this report focuses primarily on

operating expenditures reported through the
General Fund (Fund 10), which captures the core

costs of running schools such as instruction,
administration, and student services.

One of the largest differences between district and charter school funding relates to
school facilities. Districts can finance buildings through property-tax capital levies, voter-
approved bonds, or state capital programs. Charter schools typically lease buildings, borrow
through bond markets, or use financing support from the Utah Charter School Finance
Authority, which helps charters issue tax-exempt bonds for facilities.

Financial practices and reporting requirements also differ. School districts are local
taxing entities governed by elected boards and subject to extensive public processes
related to property taxes, budgets, bonds, and financial reporting. 

Charter schools are operated by independent nonprofit boards and overseen primarily by a
state authorizer rather than local voters. While charter schools still undergo audits and
financial reporting, the absence of taxing authority and elected governance means they do
not trigger the same local transparency processes that apply to school districts.

Understanding District and Charter
School Funding Differences

What about vouchers?

The Utah Fits All program is a statewide initiative that allows K–12 students to use public funds for
approved education expenses outside the traditional public school system, such as homeschool,

private school tuition, or tutoring. Students can receive up to $8,000 per year. The program is
funded through legislative appropriations, totaling roughly $100 million for the 2025–2026 school

year, and is administered by a private firm, Odyssey, which manages payments and approvals.
Because this spending occurs outside standard state financial reporting systems, there is limited

public transparency into how funds are ultimately used.



Statewide Basic Rate
Yield 2025

$745MM

The Legislature requires all school districts to implement the
statewide basic levy as part of local property taxes for
school maintenance and operation (M&O) purposes.

The rate for 2025 was uniform statewide at 0.001379, but
state income taxes fill the gap to the degree that the LEA's
generated revenue falls short of the Weighted Pupil Unit
(WPU) required for their schools. 

Income Taxes

Individual Income Tax
Nearly all of Utah’s individual income tax
revenue goes toward education. 
FY 2025 Revenue = $6,607,355,667

Corporate Franchise Tax
Similarly, the state’s corporate franchise tax
is used for education purposes.
FY 2025 Revenue = $948,519,550

$6.6 B

Total Income Tax
Revenue 2025

Primary K-12 Funding Sources

$749 Million

Statewide Property Tax

$7.56 Billion

$949 M



Primary K-12 Funding Sources
Local Property Taxes

Local school districts have the authority to levy property taxes directly to fund district schools.

Five major local levies are available:

Capital Local Levy

Approved by the local
school board to fund capital
projects. Some revenues
may be used for M&O. 

Levied by all districts except
Tintic.

Debt Service Levy

Levied to fund general
obligation bonds. 

Levied by all districts except
Garfield, Kane, Millard, North
Summit, Piute, San Juan,
South Summit, Tintic,
Washington and Wayne. 

Judgement Recovery

Levied to fund a property
tax judgment against the
school district as a result of
a successful appeal of over
-collection of property tax.

Small collections in 2025 for
Juab.

Voted Local LevyBoard Local Levy

Approved by the local school
board for M&O and
supplemented by the state.

Levied by all districts except
Juab and Tintic.

Approved by the local
school district electorate for
M&O and supplemented by
the state.

Levied by all districts except
Dagget, Morgan, Tintic,
Uintah and Wayane. 

Local Levy
Tax Yields 2025

$2.12 Billion



Local
State Federal Total**

Fund Property† Other

Operations* $1,983,873,556 $547,141,635 $5,316,038,024 $375,899,711 $8,222,952,926

Capital¨ $617,600,304 $97,603,298 $86,491,158 $15,654,391 $817,349,151

Debt Service $443,894,439 $8,990,790 $0 $918,494 $453,803,723

Nutrition $0 $76,136,239 $48,974,055 $147,615,867 $272,726,161

Non K-12 $7,465,746 $3,342,032 $17,739,124 $2,403,674 $30,950,576

Total $3,052,834,045 $733,213,994 $5,469,242,361 $542,492,137 $9,797,782,537

Public Education Revenues

These charts show the sources of public education revenue in Utah and where
those funds are allocated. Some revenue is restricted to a certain fund,
meaning that it can only be used for certain purposes.

Beyond the taxes listed earlier in this report, other sources of education funding
include: unclaimed property returned to the state (escheats), school lands trust
fund, one-time legislative appropriations, fees, and donations.

* Includes the general fund and student activities fund 

¨ Includes the capital outlay fund and building reserves fund

† Includes statewide basic levy and all local levies

** This revenue total does not match the expenditure total from the
“facts and figures” page because there is an additional revenue
category for districts and charter schools called “other financing
sources and uses.” Additionally, revenues overall do not match
expenditures because expenditures for facility construction are
incurred immediately, whereas property taxes to retire construction
bonds are received over several years. School districts may use
revenues to increase reserves or may use existing reserves to
increase expenditures.

Utah Education Revenue by Funding Source



Local
State Federal Total

Fund Property† Other

Operations* 24% 7% 65% 5% 100%

Capital¨ 76% 12% 11% 2% 100%

Debt Service 98% 2% 0% 0% 100%

Nutrition 0% 28% 18% 54% 100%

Non K-12 24% 11% 57% 8% 100%

Total 31% 7% 56% 6% 100%

Local
State Federal Total

Fund Property† Other

Operations* $3,034 $837 $8,130 $575 $12,576

Capital¨ $945 $149 $132 $24 $1,250

Debt Service $679 $14 $0 $1 $694

Nutrition $0 $116 $75 $226 $417

Non K-12 $11 $5 $27 $4 $47

Total $4,669 $1,121 $8,365 $830 $14,984

* Includes the general fund and student
activities fund
 
¨ Includes the capital outlay fund and
building reserves fund

† Includes statewide basic levy and all
local levies

Public Education Revenues

Revenue Source
as a Proportion

of Funds

Education
Revenue per

Student





A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U
Debt Capital

Instruction 
Expense

Instruction 
Expense 

as % of GF

Support 
Services

Media 
Services Admin O&M Student 

Transport

1 American Preparatory Academy 5,451         $4,374 51% $627 $377 $2,293 $804 $175 $8,650 $0 $8,650 $47,009 108% 34% 21.3 4% 89% 6%
2 Ascent Academies of Utah 2,939         6,376 70% 557 239 1,446 493 9 9,121 0 9,121 76,788 141% 56% 17.6 4% 90% 6%
3 Wallace Stegner Academy 2,848         4,532 64% 654 171 1,385 292 37 7,072 0 7,072 77,946 182% 58% 20.9 10% 81% 9%
4 Summit Academy 2,562         6,388 65% 689 625 1,180 819 121 9,821 0 9,821 59,404 154% 46% 16.3 8% 89% 3%
5 Gateway Preparatory Academy 2,223         2,083 66% 120 171 415 292 84 3,165 0 3,165 67,842 118% 39% 18.8 5% 88% 8%
6 Freedom Preparatory Academy 2,145         6,832 67% 537 276 1,629 626 294 10,193 0 10,193 65,904 152% 46% 15.7 5% 90% 6%
7 Providence Hall 2,055         6,580 62% 704 689 1,390 1,023 203 10,588 0 10,588 63,994 192% 53% 15.3 7% 89% 4%
8 Syracuse Arts Academy 2,050         5,206 61% 790 525 1,402 628 25 8,575 0 8,575 75,034 176% 44% 17.8 5% 92% 4%
9 Utah Virtual Academy 1,875         6,721 50% 3,963 471 2,204 15 0 13,374 0 13,374 65,223 182% 56% 16.1 3% 90% 7%

10 American Leadership Academy 1,639         6,668 65% 1,016 145 1,533 832 52 10,246 0 10,246 65,837 143% 58% 16.5 9% 85% 6%
11 Spectrum Academy 1,572         12,079 57% 5,322 330 2,663 861 72 21,327 0 21,327 61,158 149% 24% 9.7 4% 92% 4%
12 Excelsior Academy 1,409         6,185 69% 492 428 1,265 517 34 8,920 0 8,920 63,843 89% 39% 53.1 4% 92% 4%
13 Hawthorn Academy 1,337         7,304 69% 689 223 1,674 671 27 10,588 0 10,588 79,485 165% 48% 16.1 8% 87% 5%
14 Davinci Academy 1,286         7,142 71% 329 35 1,523 765 264 10,057 0 10,057 51,023 160% 59% 16.3 4% 92% 4%
15 Utah Connections Academy 1,208         7,027 61% 782 284 3,108 273 0 11,473 0 11,473 59,116 131% 61% 17.9 0% 96% 4%
16 Monticello Academy 1,166         7,962 81% 168 31 994 682 0 9,837 0 9,837 66,626 136% 57% 18.1 5% 88% 7%
17 Utah Military Academy 1,163         6,370 60% 647 448 2,286 548 336 10,636 0 10,636 68,456 150% 40% 16.3 8% 88% 4%
18 Thomas Edison 1,148         8,008 74% 246 468 1,182 901 0 10,805 0 10,805 70,119 145% 42% 18.5 3% 96% 1%
19 No. UT. Acad. for Math Engineering & Science 1,145         6,576 57% 1,333 62 2,492 1,068 49 11,579 0 11,579 77,595 197% 70% 19.7 3% 96% 1%
20 Canyon Grove Academy 1,110         4,195 50% 111 905 1,794 1,306 79 8,390 0 8,390 56,295 178% 49% 27.6 6% 92% 2%
21 Lakeview Academy 1,103         6,062 68% 399 562 1,094 723 59 8,899 0 8,899 64,108 0% 43% 19.3 7% 91% 3%
22 Entheos Academy 1,091         6,634 69% 379 121 1,528 822 99 9,583 0 9,583 61,287 150% 45% 19.3 4% 89% 7%
23 John Hancock Charter School 1,089         6,353 72% 222 131 1,292 817 30 8,845 0 8,845 58,274 326% 55% 15.8 4% 93% 3%
24 Vista School 1,088         6,420 73% 370 115 1,368 460 86 8,818 0 8,818 49,498 190% 47% 20.5 9% 86% 5%
25 Early Light Academy at Daybreak 1,035         6,293 67% 689 197 1,488 702 24 9,394 0 9,394 75,471 130% 54% 18.2 5% 92% 3%
26 George Washington Academy 1,030         5,861 71% 572 94 1,237 435 38 8,237 0 8,237 61,315 186% 45% 21.9 6% 90% 4%
27 Quest Academy 1,002         6,928 71% 464 241 1,768 383 18 9,801 0 9,801 66,444 196% 44% 19.5 7% 90% 3%
28 Ogden Preparatory Academy 974           7,524 62% 823 376 1,554 1,837 40 12,153 0 12,153 68,094 172% 37% 14.7 7% 85% 8%
29 Legacy Preparatory Academy 958           5,880 63% 637 297 1,881 645 9 9,348 0 9,348 66,085 136% 63% 18.2 6% 91% 3%
30 North Davis Preparatory Academy 933           6,226 63% 645 578 1,832 561 12 9,853 0 9,853 75,277 134% 45% 18.8 4% 91% 5%
31 Lincoln Academy 909           6,440 63% 403 442 2,166 811 0 10,262 0 10,262 64,492 174% 41% 19.9 7% 89% 4%
32 Beehive Science & Technology Academy 893           5,521 57% 510 347 2,603 618 52 9,651 0 9,651 65,519 145% 61% 16.5 10% 87% 3%
33 Salt Lake Academy High School 888           3,037 60% 230 84 976 661 87 5,074 0 5,074 63,452 107% 49% 17.2 4% 94% 1%
34 Mountain Heights Academy 878           9,197 68% 1,466 417 2,394 34 2 13,509 0 13,509 74,963 0% 65% 11.0 5% 94% 1%
35 Leadership Learning Academy 875           5,902 58% 847 519 2,109 698 37 10,112 0 10,112 63,302 153% 36% 19.3 4% 89% 7%
36 Franklin Discovery Academy 791           5,063 71% 217 124 1,140 580 56 7,179 0 7,179 46,246 148% 38% 18.8 4% 92% 4%
37 Venture Academy 784           6,854 63% 334 87 1,627 1,917 3 10,821 0 10,821 42,692 110% 52% 17.7 5% 91% 5%
38 Renaissance Academy 760           7,441 75% 341 183 1,276 616 1 9,858 0 9,858 52,888 0% 66% 17.8 3% 93% 3%
39 Athenian eAcademy 748           4,030 58% 698 319 1,343 559 34 6,984 0 6,984 42,001 210% 41% 26.5 2% 88% 9%
40 Valley Academy Intermediate* 696           
41 Mountainville Academy 690           6,316 73% 157 27 1,294 859 15 8,668 0 8,668 63,099 182% 42% 19.9 7% 92% 2%
42 Scholar Academy 680           5,627 67% 614 429 1,269 405 25 8,369 0 8,369 69,626 154% 47% 20.5 4% 88% 7%
43 Reagan Academy 675           6,711 69% 414 554 1,535 540 0 9,752 0 9,752 57,831 209% 54% 17.2 5% 90% 5%
44 Karl G. Maeser Preparatory Academy 672           6,243 70% 623 102 1,114 713 170 8,965 0 8,965 64,856 160% 66% 15.3 22% 77% 2%
45 Highmark Charter School 671           6,378 66% 702 132 1,365 1,095 22 9,694 0 9,694 74,308 160% 59% 16.8 5% 94% 1%
46 Vanguard Academy 661           16,273 79% 431 509 2,431 958 128 20,729 0 20,729 47,164 171% 31% 17.0 5% 88% 8%
47 Wasatch Waldorf Charter School 643           7,082 73% 216 383 1,195 772 19 9,667 0 9,667 56,626 161% 42% 17.9 9% 88% 3%
48 Channing Hall 612           6,581 72% 347 683 1,069 450 49 9,179 0 9,179 55,047 168% 59% 15.3 8% 90% 3%
49 Terra Academy 585           6,612 60% 1,155 305 1,779 793 302 10,946 0 10,946 65,900 190% 41% 19.2 4% 91% 5%
50 Esperanza School 581           7,055 70% 660 204 1,736 464 0 10,119 0 10,119 68,312 176% 39% 21.8 2% 87% 10%
51 Bridge Elementary School 544           6,169 68% 508 323 1,455 646 0 9,102 0 9,102 59,671 172% 27% 21.3 4% 89% 8%
52 Noah Webster Academy 529           6,943 68% 147 712 1,256 1,162 22 10,242 0 10,242 67,427 162% 33% 19.0 4% 88% 7%
53 Voyage Academy 529           5,387 67% 675 199 1,464 315 17 8,058 0 8,058 94,552 98% 45% 20.7 7% 89% 4%
54 Success Academy 528           6,698 66% 1,570 302 1,334 212 7 10,123 0 10,123 66,731 174% 59% 36.6 7% 92% 2%
55 Leadership Academy of Utah 526           6,872 73% 1,201 24 1,266 57 36 9,456 0 9,456 21,631 0% 71% 11.6 2% 94% 5%
56 North Star Academy 520           6,198 66% 411 337 1,686 793 33 9,457 0 9,457 79,885 179% 51% 17.5 7% 91% 2%
57 Canyon Rim Academy 514           5,397 66% 816 384 1,171 409 43 8,219 0 8,219 72,399 159% 51% 22.5 7% 90% 3%
58 Wasatch Peak Academy 502           5,807 60% 481 237 1,919 1,140 19 9,604 0 9,604 63,773 175% 30% 17.4 5% 92% 3%
59 Fast Forward High 491           8,243 76% 445 0 1,434 780 9 10,911 0 10,911 71,206 202% 49% 23.6 1% 94% 5%
60 Timpanogos Academy 489           7,926 78% 104 575 892 598 23 10,117 0 10,117 62,766 204% 36% 18.3 2% 96% 1%
61 Mountain Sunrise Academy 487           5,871 67% 787 136 1,494 459 6 8,753 0 8,753 51,790 0% 39% 18.6 4% 94% 2%
62 Jefferson Academy 480           6,410 66% 689 360 1,813 444 12 9,730 0 9,730 77,452 153% 59% 19.3 4% 92% 4%
63 Academy for Math Engineering & Science 466           8,918 71% 598 8 1,852 204 895 12,474 0 12,474 70,896 192% 67% 19.5 5% 93% 2%
64 Utah County Academy of Science 463           7,509 73% 1,144 0 1,240 373 0 10,266 0 10,266 62,887 166% 54% 20.0 8% 90% 2%
65 Mountain West Montessori Academy 456           5,736 60% 758 396 1,792 766 38 9,487 0 9,487 67,612 228% 44% 18.7 7% 89% 3%
66 Odyssey Charter School 455           5,853 62% 419 221 1,872 994 12 9,371 0 9,371 65,670 175% 55% 15.2 1% 95% 4%
67 Ignite Entrepreneurship Academy 450           7,094 69% 741 201 1,646 552 0 10,234 0 10,234 53,718 208% 37% 18.6 5% 94% 1%
68 Lumen Scholar Institute 448           6,890 65% 1,304 111 2,221 93 13 10,631 0 10,631 66,410 190% 72% 13.1 2% 94% 4%
69 Good Foundations Academy 443           5,871 69% 320 240 1,547 567 20 8,565 0 8,565 61,587 176% 48% 19.3 6% 87% 7%
70 Dual Immersion Academy 415           6,400 59% 1,166 399 2,158 728 0 10,851 0 10,851 41,000 127% 49% 17.9 7% 82% 11%
71 Salt Lake Arts Academy 409           7,204 69% 1,312 70 1,264 471 154 10,474 0 10,474 70,236 176% 65% 17.7 12% 87% 1%
72 Promontory School of Expeditionary Learning 408           8,347 66% 976 538 1,488 1,371 0 12,719 0 12,719 55,473 141% 32% 16.9 4% 89% 7%
73 Merit College Preparatory Academy 403           9,225 69% 810 124 2,162 759 363 13,444 0 13,444 42,575 210% 52% 13.1 7% 88% 5%
74 Maria Montessori Academy 402           6,388 66% 662 224 1,810 620 24 9,727 0 9,727 63,938 193% 47% 14.4 4% 94% 2%
75 Walden School of Liberal Arts 397           8,156 66% 714 179 1,910 1,279 130 12,368 0 12,368 57,697 190% 52% 11.2 5% 86% 9%
76 Elevated Charter School 386           5,655 78% 32 23 1,362 131 35 7,237 0 7,237 58,589 205% 77% 16.2 1% 98% 1%
77 Itineris Early College High 370           7,024 62% 1,016 215 2,295 586 137 11,272 0 11,272 78,567 152% 64% 18.1 4% 92% 3%
78 Advantage Arts Academy 369           4,747 65% 394 157 1,378 642 21 7,339 0 7,339 64,079 174% 58% 19.2 3% 93% 4%
79 Navigator Pointe Academy 368           8,519 77% 577 80 1,274 574 12 11,037 0 11,037 62,825 172% 44% 15.7 2% 96% 2%
80 Paradigm High School 365           7,750 48% 583 251 6,239 993 205 16,020 0 16,020 71,425 136% 48% 13.8 8% 91% 1%
81 Treeside Charter School 364           7,175 65% 504 130 2,583 590 8 10,990 0 10,990 52,482 169% 48% 14.5 3% 89% 8%
82 Utah Arts Academy 364           4,417 43% 1,299 0 2,298 1,968 315 10,298 0 10,298 58,950 150% 62% 18.0 7% 88% 5%
83 Ranches Academy 361           7,225 77% 114 438 1,188 365 14 9,344 0 9,344 53,652 0% 33% 19.9 5% 93% 2%
84 Greenwood Charter School 360           7,052 63% 625 635 2,135 742 0 11,189 0 11,189 60,673 206% 50% 13.9 3% 88% 9%
85 Edith Bowen Laboratory School 358           10,200 66% 630 216 2,453 1,810 190 15,498 0 15,498 64,036 133% 34% 13.6 13% 83% 4%
86 Pinnacle Canyon Academy 358           7,165 46% 2,198 3,500 1,391 1,088 68 15,410 0 15,410 53,708 146% 62% 14.5 3% 85% 12%
87 Pacific Heritage Academy 356           6,056 63% 707 326 1,886 686 26 9,687 0 9,687 52,954 0% 36% 17.6 3% 84% 13%
88 Weilenmann School of Discovery 348           8,788 57% 1,137 361 2,707 2,113 417 15,523 0 15,523 63,023 142% 48% 14.5 14% 83% 3%
89 Salt Lake Center for Science Education 346           9,905 72% 753 127 1,502 1,159 242 13,688 377 14,065 54,189 0% 60% 14.9 6% 90% 5%
90 American Academy of Innovation 341           6,954 55% 1,359 215 3,140 785 92 12,545 0 12,545 50,108 171% 46% 13.0 7% 88% 5%
91 East Hollywood High 331           5,522 52% 1,749 0 1,570 1,713 162 10,716 0 10,716 68,642 158% 48% 20.2 1% 90% 10%
92 Soldier Hollow Charter School 322           8,426 66% 650 355 2,308 770 209 12,718 0 12,718 57,154 127% 60% 16.9 7% 88% 5%
93 Mana Academy Charter School* 301           4,397 50% 651 62 2,123 1,572 0 8,806 0 8,806 39% 20.9 5% 83% 13%
94 Bonneville Academy 299           7,183 64% 895 187 2,047 832 2 11,147 0 11,147 47,589 0% 44% 16.1 6% 89% 5%
95 St. George Academy 292           5,677 61% 148 42 2,733 591 81 9,273 0 9,273 58,998 150% 53% 12.7 6% 90% 4%
96 The Center for Creativity Innovation and Discovery 279           7,995 62% 1,022 905 1,957 964 72 12,915 0 12,915 40,821 168% 48% 15.0 4% 90% 6%
97 Open Classroom 270           9,165 73% 859 70 1,417 1,023 0 12,534 379 12,913 88,508 152% 52% 18.6 8% 88% 5%
98 Guadalupe School 258           6,672 36% 1,415 1,285 3,848 4,504 754 18,478 0 18,478 56,462 143% 30% 19.0 7% 71% 22%
99 Roots Charter High School 250           8,428 58% 1,182 158 3,110 1,460 138 14,475 0 14,475 68,113 125% 28% 17.5 13% 84% 4%
100 Mountain View Montessori 235           8,087 69% 481 555 1,958 641 11 11,732 0 11,732 44,753 0% 46% 13.0 5% 87% 8%
101 C.S. Lewis Academy 221           7,116 66% 186 41 1,861 1,084 436 10,725 0 10,725 51,906 154% 36% 17.9 5% 86% 9%
102 Endeavor Hall 216           7,280 58% 1,142 531 2,113 1,497 47 12,609 0 12,609 57,913 156% 47% 14.6 3% 88% 9%
103 Rockwell Charter High School 212           8,117 61% 1,168 64 2,248 1,470 219 13,285 0 13,285 55,937 0% 47% 17.6 10% 87% 3%
104 InTech Collegiate Academy 194           17,650 78% 1,203 1,109 2,086 611 61 22,721 0 22,721 75,256 163% 69% 19.7 2% 92% 6%
105 Utah International Charter School 190           12,079 64% 1,299 109 3,166 2,174 167 18,995 0 18,995 72,493 140% 49% 14.2 3% 78% 19%
106 Bear River Charter School 187           6,896 61% 947 209 2,092 1,198 31 11,372 0 11,372 60,358 191% 45% 15.3 5% 93% 2%
107 Virtual Horizons Charter School* 141           684 12% 3,389 1,450 0 0 5,522 0 5,522 0% 100% 0%
108 Utah Career Path High School 136           9,222 54% 1,857 319 5,445 163 18 17,025 0 17,025 85,430 172% 56% 12.4 6% 93% 2%
109 City Academy 130           9,946 51% 1,550 455 4,463 2,858 145 19,417 0 19,417 66,447 181% 58% 6.0 26% 69% 5%
110 ThrivePoint Academy* 107           
111 Uintah River High 102           12,981 64% 2,746 412 3,014 86 1,142 20,381 0 20,381 39,685 166% 37% 7.7 10% 57% 34%
112 Winter Sports School 89             9,641 60% 1,526 44 3,896 1,030 0 16,136 0 16,136 75,275 103% 48% 12.7 24% 73% 3%
113 Weber State University Charter Academy* 12             1,247 15% 0 7,341 0 0 8,588 0 8,588

DISTRICT 572,007     $7,525 64% $759 $636 $1,323 $1,124 $402 $11,769 $538 $470 $2,342 $15,119 $72,904 163% 45% 20.8 45% 50% 6%
CHARTER 85,268       $6,482 64% $794 $330 $1,716 $722 $85 $10,128 $3 $10,131 $62,434 147% 45% 17.1 6% 89% 5%
STATE 657,275     $7,382 64% $762 $596 $1,372 $1,071 $361 $11,544 $468 $409 $2,038 $14,460 $71,546* 161%* 45% 20.3 40%* 55%* 5%*

Data from the Utah State Board of Education and the Utah State Tax Commission. All calculations done by the Utah Taxpayers Association. 
10% of Basic = capital projects (fund 32) expenditures that are used for general fund purposes are counted in general fund totals where available, and are not included in the capital project total.
Note: Some charter values are blank because they have not yet submitted data for FY 2025 as of April 2026. 
A: Districts listed in order of highest to lowest enrollment H: Includes salaries and benefits of custodial and maintenance services, related materials and supplies
C: Includes teacher salaries and benefits, substitutes, aides, teaching supplies, textbooks and materials I: Includes salaries and benefits of drivers, mechanics & related personnel, travel and per diem, costs related to busing students to & from school / activities
E: Includes salaries, benefits of guidance personnel, health, social workers, psychologists & secretarial staff K: Includes salaries and benefits of food service personnel, food costs, and costs related to food preparation and service
F: Includes salaries and benefits of library personnel and clerical help, library books and audiovisual material * Weighted according to enrollment 
G: Includes salaries and benefits of district administration, principals, business office and secretarial support
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	Utah School Spending Report 2026
	A Guide to School Funding and Spending in Utah

	Report Methodology
	The Utah Taxpayers Association compiles data from the Utah State Board of Education's annual reports to compare spending trends between the state's local education agencies (LEAs), comprised of 41 school districts and 113 charters across Utah.
	This report does not attempt to capture all school funding and spending. Instead, it focuses on operating expenditures reported through the General Fund (Fund 10), which covers the core costs of running schools—such as instruction, administration, and student services.
	By focusing on these flexible operating dollars, we shed light on how LEAs allocate the taxpayer funding they receive each year under the same basic state formula.
	Sources

	Facts and Figures
	Public education is one of the largest recipients of taxpayer dollars in Utah.
	Fall 2025 K-12 Enrollment:  657,275 students
	27% of total funding sources in Utah are appropriated to public education, and 45% of state-level revenue sources go toward public education.
	59% of statewide property tax collections go to schools, amounting to $2.87 billion.
	In FY 2025, Utah’s school districts & charter schools received $10,067,139,402 in revenues and spent $10,648,517,714.
	Property Tax  Revenue Distribution

	K-12 Enrollment Continues to Fall
	Tax Revenues and Per-Student Spending Continue to Climb
	Taxable Home Values Grow

	Understanding District and Charter School Funding Differences
	One of the largest differences between district and charter school funding relates to school facilities. Districts can finance buildings through property-tax capital levies, voter-approved bonds, or state capital programs. Charter schools typically lease buildings, borrow through bond markets, or use financing support from the Utah Charter School Finance Authority, which helps charters issue tax-exempt bonds for facilities.
	Financial practices and reporting requirements also differ. School districts are local taxing entities governed by elected boards and subject to extensive public processes related to property taxes, budgets, bonds, and financial reporting.
	Charter schools are operated by independent nonprofit boards and overseen primarily by a state authorizer rather than local voters. While charter schools still undergo audits and financial reporting, the absence of taxing authority and elected governance means they do not trigger the same local transparency processes that apply to school districts.
	What about vouchers?
	Comparing district and charter school finances is not always apples-to-apples because the two systems report their finances differently. School districts report spending across multiple funds, while charter schools typically concentrate a larger share of expenditures in their operating budgets.
	To provide the most consistent comparison possible, this report focuses primarily on operating expenditures reported through the General Fund (Fund 10), which captures the core costs of running schools such as instruction, administration, and student services.

	Primary K-12 Funding Sources
	Statewide Property Tax
	Income Taxes


	$745MM
	$749 Million
	Statewide Basic Rate Yield 2025

	$7.56 Billion
	Total Income Tax Revenue 2025

	$6.6 B
	$949 M

	Primary K-12 Funding Sources Local Property Taxes
	$2.12 Billion
	Local Levy Tax Yields 2025
	Local school districts have the authority to levy property taxes directly to fund district schools. Five major local levies are available:
	Board Local Levy
	Voted Local Levy
	Capital Local Levy
	Debt Service Levy
	Judgement Recovery



	Public Education Revenues
	These charts show the sources of public education revenue in Utah and where those funds are allocated. Some revenue is restricted to a certain fund, meaning that it can only be used for certain purposes.
	Beyond the taxes listed earlier in this report, other sources of education funding include: unclaimed property returned to the state (escheats), school lands trust fund, one-time legislative appropriations, fees, and donations.

	Utah Education Revenue by Funding Source
	Local
	State
	Federal
	Total**
	Fund
	Property†
	Other
	Operations*
	$1,983,873,556
	$547,141,635
	$5,316,038,024
	$375,899,711
	$8,222,952,926

	Capital¨
	$617,600,304
	$97,603,298
	$86,491,158
	$15,654,391
	$817,349,151

	Debt Service
	$443,894,439
	$8,990,790
	$0
	$918,494
	$453,803,723

	Nutrition
	$0
	$76,136,239
	$48,974,055
	$147,615,867
	$272,726,161

	Non K-12
	$7,465,746
	$3,342,032
	$17,739,124
	$2,403,674
	$30,950,576

	Total
	$3,052,834,045
	$733,213,994
	$5,469,242,361
	$542,492,137

	$9,797,782,537

	Public Education Revenues
	Local
	State
	Federal
	Total
	Fund
	Property†
	Other
	Operations*
	24%
	7%
	65%
	5%
	100%

	Capital¨
	76%
	12%
	11%
	2%
	100%

	Debt Service
	98%
	2%
	0%
	0%
	100%

	Nutrition
	0%
	28%
	18%
	54%
	100%

	Non K-12
	24%
	11%
	57%
	8%
	100%

	Total
	31%
	7%
	56%
	6%

	100%

	Revenue Source as a Proportion of Funds
	Education Revenue per Student
	Local
	State
	Federal
	Total
	Fund
	Property†
	Other
	Operations*
	$3,034
	$837
	$8,130
	$575
	$12,576

	Capital¨
	$945
	$149
	$132
	$24
	$1,250

	Debt Service
	$679
	$14
	$0
	$1
	$694

	Nutrition
	$0
	$116
	$75
	$226
	$417

	Non K-12
	$11
	$5
	$27
	$4
	$47

	Total
	$4,669
	$1,121
	$8,365
	$830

	$14,984
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