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OBJECTIVES
For most Utah local governments, their highest expense is
salaries for employees. That is expected, as the governments
need people to provide services to the taxpayers they serve.
This includes city managers, school principals, and park and
recreation directors, to name a few. When salaries go up, the
governments will need to ask taxpayers for additional money to
cover the costs of the pay increases. To that end, we feel it
important to take a snapshot of what the highest salaries in
local government are at this time.

METHODOLOGY
The Association compiled this data from the Utah State Auditor’s

transparency website, using FY 2024 reports.

We analyzed the 50 largest cities by population, all 29 counties,

and 40 of Utah’s 41 school districts (compensation data for Kane

County School District could not be verified).

It’s important to note that multiple factors, including market

studies of comparable public-sector roles, benchmarks against

similar private-sector positions, and years of service, influence

government salaries.

The figures in this report reflect base salary only and do not

include benefits. We’ve also included the pay of the highest-

ranking elected official for each entity. 

For context, Utah’s median household income is $91,750, and

Governor Spencer Cox earns an annual salary of $182,200. In

this report, you will find that the governor is not the highest-paid

government employee in the state. That doesn’t necessarily mean

the governor needs a raise. 
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