
2024
LEGISLATIVE
SCORECARD

A report by the

Utah Taxpayers Association



OBJECTIVES
The Utah Taxpayers Association releases the Legislative
Scorecard annually following the General Session. It is
intended to rank legislators based on their votes on bills
considered most important to taxpayers by the Association. 

Although legislators did not know which bills would be selected
for the scorecard, the Association did actively testify in
committees, distribute materials and engage with legislators
one-on-one on each of the selected bills.

METHODOLOGY
The Association tracked 75 bills throughout the 2024 General

Session. 

9 bills were selected for the scorecard for the House. 

7 bills were selected for the scorecard for the Senate.

The scoring is as follows: 

A vote with the Association awards 1 point

A vote against the Association deducts 1 point

An absence neither awards nor deducts a point.

Again this year, the scorecard incorporates "double weighting"

for high-priority bills, indicated with an asterisk. For these bills,

points are doubled. Legislators are then ranked according to the

number of points they scored versus their potential maximum.

Awards are given to legislators with the top rank. Using this

method, absences neither benefit nor penalize legislators. 

Winners did not vote against the Association’s position on
any of the selected bills. This year’s high standard is a result of

a even larger number of House and Senate members voting in a

very taxpayer-friendly way, essentially setting the bar higher, and

speaks to the distinction of the award. Another factor was fewer

tax-related bills making it to either the House or Senate floor for

a vote.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
SUMMARY
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The House voted on 51 bills on
our watchlist. Nine were
selected for the scorecard; six
were double-weighted: HB 173,
HB 284, SB 29, SB 69, SB 86 and
SB 100. 

B I L L S  S E L E C T E D

The maximum potential score for
a Representative was 15; the
minimum was -15. The average
was 7.49.

P O T E N T I A L  S C O R E S

10 Representatives won the
"Friend of the Taxpayer" award,
with an average score of 14.
They represent 13.3% of the
House. 

A W A R D  W I N N E R S

Five Republican Representatives

tied for the lowest Republican

score. Democrat Representatives

Joel Briscoe and Sandra Hollins

tied for the lowest score of -7.

L O W  S C O R E S

FRIEND OF THE TAXPAYER WINNERS

The following Representatives won the 2024

Friend of the Taxpayer Award:

Tyler Clancy

Joseph Elison

Norman Thurston

Jon Hawkins

Keven Stratton

Candice Pierruci

Nelson Abbott

Ken Ivory

Matt Gwynn

Kera Birkeland
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SENATE
SUMMARY
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The Senate voted on 43 bills on
our watchlist. Seven were
selected for the scorecard; four
were double-weighted: SB 29,
SB 69, SB 86, and SB 100.

B I L L S  S E L E C T E D

The maximum potential score for
a Representative was 11; the
minimum was -11. The average
was 6.93.

P O T E N T I A L  S C O R E S

8 Senators won the "Friend of
the Taxpayer" award, with an
average score of 10. They
represent 27.5% of the Senate. 

A W A R D  W I N N E R S

FRIEND OF THE TAXPAYER WINNERS

The following Senators won the 2024 Friend of

the Taxpayer Award:

Heidi Balderree

Lincoln Fillmore

Dan McCay

John Johnson

Mike Kennedy

Derrin Owens

Kirk Cullimore

David Hinkins

5 out of the 6 Democrats in the

Senate finished with a negative

score with an average score of

-1.2.

L O W  S C O R E S



SENATE SCORECARD 2024
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SCORECARD BILL DESCRIPTIONS
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Enables school board tax hikes to be

referred to the ballot by voters. Your Utah

Taxpayers supports transparency in

taxation and taxpayers’ right to object to

tax hikes through referendum.

Passed House 42-28-5
Not heard in Senate

H B  1 7 3 ,  1  S U B   
( P I E R R U C I ) *

Clarifies a sales and use tax exemption

for upgrades of equipment related to

pollution control. Your Utah Taxpayers

Association supports legislation which

removes taxes on business inputs.

Passed House 57-10-8
Passed Senate 20-6-3

H B  3 7 3 ,  3  S U B
( S N I D E R )

Increases the tax rate of the multicounty

assessing and collecting levy imposed by

counties and requires counties to adopt

the statewide property tax system to

create government efficiencies. Your Utah

Taxpayers Association opposes raising

property taxes to pay for basic

administrative functions.

Failed House 16-56-3
Passed Senate 27-0-2

H B  2 7 0 ,  3  S U B  
( D A I L E Y - P R O V O S T )

*Double-weighted, high-priority bill

Contingent on the passage of a

constitutional amendment, establishes a

60% threshold for the passage of any

statewide initiative that would raise taxes.

Your Taxpayers Association supports

legislation which protects taxpayers from

outside interests and insures any measures

that raise taxes have broad support. 

Passed House 52-19-4
Not heard in Senate

H B  2 8 4 ,  H J R  1 4
( K Y L E ) *



Places restrictions on the issuance of

Lease Revenue Bonds, including a 3-year

$200 million limit, and the requirement to

notice and hold public hearings. Your

Utah Taxpayers Association supports

transparency in the issuance of debt and

accountability for taxing entities.

Passed House 43-23-9
Passed Senate 20-6-3

S B  8 6 ,  3  S U B
( F I L L M O R E )

Enacts greater transparency and detail on

Truth in Taxation notices that property

owners receive, including requiring

entities to note the dollar amount of the

proposed increase. Your Utah Taxpayers

Association supports transparency and

accountability when raising taxes.

Passed House 66-0-9
Passed Senate 25-0-4

S B  2 9 ,  1  S U B
( W I L S O N )

SCORECARD BILL DESCRIPTIONS
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*Double-weighted, high-priority bill

Reduces the state individual and

corporate income taxes from 4.65% to

4.55%, beginning January 1, 2024. Your

Utah Taxpayers Association supports a

lower and competitive rate of tax for the

entire base.

Passed House 68-0-7
Passed Senate 24-3-2

S B  6 9 *
( W I L S O N )

Requires the notice of a public hearing on

the proposed adoption of compensation

for county or municipal officers to include

the amount of any proposed

compensation increase. Your Utah

Taxpayers Association supports

transparency by taxing entities.

Passed House 46-21-8
Passed Senate 24-0-5

S B  9 1 ,  3  S U B
( W I L S O N )



Aligns the process and criteria to

referendum a local bond election with

other referendum processes and criteria.

Increases the time allowed to gather

signatures from 30 days to 45 for sales

tax-backed bonds by cities. Your Utah

Taxpayers Association supports taxing

entities being accountable to voters.

Passed House 70-0-5
Passed Senate 29-0-0

S B  1 0 0 ,  2  S U B
( B A L D E R R E E )

SCORECARD BILL DESCRIPTIONS
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*Double-weighted, high-priority bill

Creates First Home Investment Zones,

providing a tax increment to finance. Your

Utah Taxpayers Association opposes the

use of tax increment financing except in

cases where the development would not

occur “but for” the incentive. 

Passed House 55-18-2
Passed Senate 20-7-2

S B  2 6 8 ,  3  S U B
( H A R P E R )


