2023 Cost of County
Government Report

YERS
ot 15y,
& z
- %)
R -
2 = A report by the
ADVOCACY & INSIGHT Utah Taxpayers Association
.—*’4/ . 8

Ax

X
& 2
Faw WP«""*



2023 Cost of County

Government Report

This report is based on 2021/22 data and shows the relationshi
between county government revenue and citizen income in UTole)'s 29
counties. This data provides a snapshot on average of how much of
each thousand dollars earned by a citizen is consumed by the county
government.

In in’rerpre’rin? the cost of government in these various counties,
readers should keep in mind that each county provides a different
mix of services.

While these calculations are based on the county’s resident
population, some taxes and fees, such as sales tax and traffic fines,
are also paid by non-residents. Counties which see a large number
of tourists or out-of-county visitors may therefore be sligﬁ’rly
disadvantaged by the methodology.

To see where your county ranks, head to the table on the last page.

Sources

Population Data:

US Census Bureau, I-Year Estimates from data.census.gov
Per Capita Income Data:

US Census Bureau, 5-Year Estimates from data.census.gov
Government Revenue Data:

Utah State Auditor's Office, audited county financial reports
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City Government
Revenue Per Capita

Best § Worst 5

Washington $402.82 Summit $2,861.78
Cache $442.33 Grand $2,749.08
Box Elder $490.49 Kane $2,688.59
Iron $502.88 Daggett $2,621.59
Utah $509.76 Garfield $2,321.55

This metric, revenue from taxes and fees per capita, shows how much
revenue the county collects in taxes and fees per resident.

This figure is especially useful in comparing different counties and indicates
the level of fiscal restraint exercised by elected officials.

On average, Utah counties collected $1,232.99, an increase of $207.20 from
2020 in per capita in taxes and fees.
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Revenue per $1,000
of Citizen Income

Best § Worst 5

Washington $12.55 Daggett $116.59
Davis $15.39 Garfield $89.71
Cache $16.90 Grand $89.58
Utah $17.05 Kane $81.30
Box Elder $17.73 Beaver $81.14

This second metric, revenue from taxes and fees per $1,000 of citizen income,
shows the individualized burden on taxpayers by controlling for income.

This figure indicates how much a taxpayer's consumption ability is impacted
by the county government and illustrates the personal impact of government
spending on individuals.

This can be used to compare government spending in counties with similar
resident income.

On average, Utah counties collected $$43.37 per $1,000 in citizen income.
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