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In a press conference held Wednesday at 11:00 a.m., Senator Howard Stephenson, President of 
the Utah Taxpayers Association, and Mayor Ralph Becker announced that the Utah Taxpayers 
Association will support Salt Lake City’s Proposition 1: Public Safety Facilities Bond. 

“People have said that hell would freeze over before the Utah Taxpayers Association supported a 
Salt Lake City property tax bond.  I am here to announce that hell has frozen over and we are 
encouraging voters to approve the $125 million Salt Lake City bond, Prop 1,” explained 
Stephenson. 

Stephenson focused on the critical need for a new Public Safety building. “The state of this building 
is an embarrassment to Salt Lake City and raises doubts about the ability of public safety to 
function after an earthquake or other disaster."  He said the Association did not support the larger 
bond proposal in 2007 and expressed appreciation to Mayor Becker and the city council for paring 
their original proposal by 1/3.  City leaders have eliminated the "nice-to-haves" from the earlier 
proposal and now are asking for a more reasonable, affordable facility. Now is the time to invest in 
a new Public Safety Building and Emergency Operations Center.” 

Stephenson also said that he will encourage the legislature to prioritize funding to combine the 
State Emergency Operations Center and Salt Lake City’s EOC. The State of Utah also needs a 
new upgraded Emergency Operations Center and are looking into partnering with Salt Lake City to 
combine resources and create cost savings by working together. 

Mayor Becker also addressed the critical need of building new facilities.  “We really appreciate that 
the Utah Taxpayers Association recognizes the need to pass Proposition 1 and thank them for 
their support.” 

What is Proposition 1? 

On November 3, 2009, registered voters in Salt Lake City will have the opportunity to vote on Prop 
1. Proposition 1 is a proposed $125 million general obligation bond which is expected to raise 
taxes on an average home by $75 per year. 
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